PAGE 4

THE NAVARRE MESSENGER

VOLUME 5 ISSUE 26

because he could not mock God.
He reaped what he had sown.
David sinned grievously and tried
to hide it, but he learned that God
is not mocked. Sorrow, suffering,
and disgrace attended him just as
God said that it would as a result of
his sin.

In this passage in Galatians Paul
shows that one sows either to the
flesh or to the spirit. The figure of
sowing and reaping is meant to
describe how one lives his life, or
what one gives himself to in life.
Only two possibilities are put be-
fore us, the flesh or the spirit.

These two terms represent the two
sides of our nature. The flesh is the
animal side and the spirit is the
higher side that was made in the
image of God. The contrast seems
to be much like what we find in

Romans 8:4-9 where flesh and
spirit are put over against each
other as representing two different
ways of life. One either lives "after
the flesh;" or "after the spirit.” One
either leads an animal life by living
as if this life were all that is worth
while, or he leads a spiritual life by
keeping the flesh under control and
doing those things that will promote
his spiritual growth in the service of
God. To "sow to the flesh" will lead
inevitably to "corruption;" but to
"sow to the spirit" will lead to
"everlasting life." Do not think, my
friend, that you can live your life in
disregard for things spiritual and
not receive a "just recompense of
reward" (Hebrews 2:1-3). God is
not mocked.

We must live our lives in such a
way as to promote our own spiritual
good. This is accomplished by be-

ing actively engaged in doing good.
Paul adds to his warning that God
cannot be mocked an admonition
to do good: "So then, while we
have opportunity, let us do good to
all men, and especially to those
who are of the household of
faith" (Galatians 6:10). We will
have more on this passage at an-
other time. But here it reminds us
that even though we may live the
life of a respected citizen and not
an immoral wretch, we are yet sow-
ing to the flesh when we fail to ac-
tively promote those things that are
good. We do not keep the flesh
under control by simply living moral
lives. We must also sow to the
spirit, which means we will give
attention to the things that are
needed to promote our spiritual
growth in service to God. ~
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by R. J. Evans

Edward Gibbon authored a six-
volume series of books between
1776 and 1788. In this series he
covers the deteriorating condi-
tions of the Roman Empire from
180 A.D. to 1590 A.D. He points
to five major factors to which he
attributed the fall of the Empire.
Let's list the five reasons for
Rome’s fall, and then make some
comments and observations as
applied to America today:

The Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire

1. The rapid increase of divorce;
the undermining of the dignity and
sanctity of the home, which is the
basis of human society.

Right now in America, one out of
every two marriages (50%) are
ending in divorce. It is becoming
more and more common to talk to
individuals who have been di-
vorced three or four times. Then
we have a large number of our
population who do not bother to
get married, they just live to-
gether—in the sin of fornication.

(Col. 3:5-7) And if that is not bad
enough, the sin of homosexuality
is gaining acceptance, and “same
-sex marriages” are becoming
legal in some states. (See Rom.
1:26-28) But just because some
sin or vice is legally right, that
does not mean that it is morally or
biblically right! “Woe to those who
call evil good, and good evil; Who
put darkness for light and light for
darkness; Who put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isa.
5:20).

More articles and useful information at www.navarrechurchofchrist.net
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Concerning the undermining of
the sanctity of the home, we live
in a time when husbands and
wives are ignoring and giving up
their God-given roles in the family.
Many homes today are run by
children, which is appalling!

2. Higher and higher taxes and
the spending of public monies for
free bread and circuses for the
populace.

Consider all the debates that are
now being considered over tax
issues. Christians are to pay their
taxes (Rom. 13:6-7). But there is
so much controversy over tax
hikes and where Americans’ tax
dollars are to be spent. Part of the
discussions over the new health-
care bill involved tax payers’
money being used to fund abor-
tions. In fact, it was included in
the Senate bill until the president
signed an executive order to stop
it. If funding abortions with tax
payers’ money ever starts (and
many want to see that happen), it
will be the first time in American
history. While abortion (the mur-
der of the unborn) has been legal
in this country since 1973, that
still doesn’t make it right in view of
such passages as Psalm 139:13-
16. How tragic for a nation to
even allow abortion in the first
place! And, of course, “the right to
choose” (or “choice”) sounds so
much better than killing or mur-
dering unborn babies.

3. The mad craze for pleasure;
sports becoming every year more
exciting and more brutal.

We live in a pleasure-crazed cul-
ture. That is all some live for, es-
pecially their partying, dancing,
beer-drinking weekends. (Lk.
8:14; Gal. 5:19; 2 Tim. 3:4; 1 Pet.
4:3-4) The obsession with sports

has just about gotten out of hand.
| must say that | enjoy sports, but
in recent years, my enthusiasm
has waned. The last time | at-
tended a college football game, |
asked myself, “What am | doing
here?” — many who were seated
around me were acting totally out
of their minds; appeared totally
drunk; and talked like they would
fight you “at the drop of a hat.”
The mad craze for sports reflects
a warped value system in Amer-
ica today. It is truly amazing to
think that athletes and coaches
are paid multi-millions each year
to play or coach a game.

4. The building of gigantic arma-
ments when the real enemy was
within, the decadence of the peo-

ple.

Over and over, the Old Testament
prophets warned the people of
God to place their faith and trust
in Him, not in horses, chariots, or
weapons. Some years back, a
world leader stated that America
would fall without a shot being
fired.

Think of how far we have fallen
into decadence within one or two
generations. Young children are
growing up without any training on
morals or teaching concerning
respect for the authority of God or
their fellowman.

5. The decay of religion—faith
fading into mere form, losing
touch with life and becoming im-
potent to warn and guide the peo-

ple.

Paul spoke of those in the “last
days” who would be “lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of
God, having a form of godliness
but denying its power” (2 Tim. 3:4
-5). Many denominations have

become nothing more than glori-
fied “social clubs”. Even some of
our own brethren have lost sight
of the spiritual mission of the
church. All they think of is fun,
food, and frolic. There is no au-
thority in the New Testament for
churches to build gymnasiums,
have ball teams, dining halls, day-
care centers, etc., etc.

| fear that America is rapidly for-
getting God. Some of our own
leaders resent this nation being
referred to as founded upon bibli-
cal principles— “under God” or “in
God we trust” The Psalmist
stated, “The wicked shall be
turned into hell, And all the na-
tions that forget God” (Psa. 9:17).
We all need to be praying for
America and its’ leaders (1 Tim.
2:1-2). May we always remember:

“Righteousness exalts a nation,
But sin is areproach to any
people” (Prov. 14:34). ~

by Walton Weaver

The word "mock” in Galatians 6:7
is an interesting term. Literally it
means "to turn up the nose" in
scorn; so it means to sneer, or to
insult. Paul is warning us that we
cannot insult God with impunity.

How does one insult God? Proba-
bly the most common way is to
insult his authority. We go ahead
and do what He has told us not to
do, or we take the liberty of doing
what he has not authorized us to
do. In this passage we are told
that if we indulge in selfish pleas-
ures we will suffer the conse-
quences. In view of teaching from
the Lord to avoid such pleasures
of the flesh, when we go ahead
and choose this manner of life it
will be in spite of His teaching on
the matter. Paul tells us that we
cannot mock God in this way; we
cannot indulge in pleasures in
spite of God's teaching to the
contrary and get by without suf-
fering the penalty.

Why is it that God cannot be

God Is Not Mocked

mocked? One reason God cannot
be mocked is that he is so holy
that he cannot tolerate or blink his
eye at sin. "Thine eyes are too
pure to approve evil" (Habakkuk
1:13). We cannot hide our sins
from his eyes (Psalms 139:7-13;
Jeremiah 23:23-24), and because
of His holiness He will not suffer
the gquilty to go unpunished
(Exodus 34:6-7). Another reason
God cannot be mocked is that it
is impossible for God to lie
(Hebrews 6:18), and he has said
if one sows to the flesh he shall
reap corruption (Galatians 6:8).
To turn up one's nose at God, to
sneer or to cast insult at him, will
not change what God has said,
and since God is a God of truth
and cannot lie, he cannot be
mocked, or he cannot be influ-
enced to dishonor His law. Man
cannot deceive God, he cannot
bribe Him, and it is foolish of him
to think he can disrespect his law
and get by with it.

The Bible is literally filled with
examples which demonstrate the
truth that God cannot be mocked.
To name Saul, the first king of
Israel, Nadab and Abihu, priests
of God, and Ananias and Sap-
phira is all that is needed to re-
mind us of this truth. Saul was
rejected from being king, de-
serted by the Lord and His
prophet, defeated, and died a
suicide. He reaped all these
things after attempting to do as
he pleased without paying atten-

tion to God's instructions to him
(1 Samuel 15). Nadab and Abihu
were immediately devoured by
fire from heaven because they
disrespected the authority of God
to use fire which the Lord had not
commanded (Leviticus 10:1ff.).
Ananias and Sapphira fell dead
immediately after they had lied to
God (Acts 5:lff.). Perhaps all of
these thought they could mock
God with impunity, but God can-
not be mocked.

Paul lays down a law from nature
for illustrative purposes: "For
whatever a man sows, this he will
also reap" (Galatians 6:7). What
is true in nature is also true in the
spiritual realm. We understand
this law because we know that
every seed produces after its own
kind (Genesis 1:11-12), and this
will be true as long as this old
earth continues (Genesis 8:22).
Because of this law of nature
man should not be deceived into
believing that he can defy God's
authority and get by with it any-
more than he can disregard the
laws of nature and escape the
consequences. Whether one is
doing good or evil the principle of
seedtime and harvest applies,
and this is also true whether one
is talking about the natural order
or the spiritual realm.

That men reap what they sow
cannot be denied. Achan (Joshua
6-7) stole from God, tried to hide
it, but died as a consequence




