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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to the 
public library in Navarre. 

Call for directions and more information 
(850) 939-8109 

If you know of someone who would like to 
receive this publication, please let us know.  

 
 For a free Bible correspondence course by 

mail, call us. 

Navarre church of Christ 
8490 James M Harvell Rd 
Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

      Assembly Schedule 
     Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 
    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 
    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE  
WELCOME! 

  
 

live.” Paul stated it this way, 
“Therefore having been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom also we have ob-
tained our introduction by faith 
into this grace in which we 
stand” (Rom. 5:1-2). The way of 
faith takes God at His word. It 
trusts Jesus and His sacrifice to 
take away our sins. When my 
faith leads me to genuine repen-
tance and to a burial with Him in 
baptism, it is His blood that for-
gives and gives me a right-
standing that I have not earned 
and do not deserve. Actually, 
what I have is an imputed right-
eousness (Rom. 4:5-8). It is not of 
debt but of grace that I am de-
clared righteous. And, I might 
add, it is this grace which con-
tinually provides the blood of 

Christ by which I can daily stand 
in righteousness before God and 
have fellowship with Him (1 Jn. 
1:7).  
 
Paul speaks of the “righteousness 
of the law” (Rom. 8:4). That is, 
the righteousness which was de-
manded by the law and could 
only come by perfect law-
keeping. Paul says that this right-
standing that perfect law-
keeping could have produced can 
be fulfilled in us. How? Remem-
ber, it doesn’t come by perfect 
obedience. Then how? By grace 
on God’s part and by our faith 
accessing that grace. When my 
faith leads me to repent and be 
baptized and to “walk according 
to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4), then I 
have full faith that God’s grace 
accepts “such a worm as I” (Ps. 

22:6). Truly, I can praise Him for 
imputing to me a righteousness 
which I have not earned and be 
as Abraham of old, who “believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him 
as righteousness” (Rom. 4:3).  
 
One other thought: God’s grace is 
not a license to sin. I cannot rea-
son that since I am saved by 
grace that it doesn’t matter 
whether I try to follow His will or 
not. His will was given for the 
purpose of our striving to follow 
it in our lives. Our faith takes 
Him at His word and seeks to 
walk in His way so long as we 
live. Understanding His grace 
helps to have full assurance as 
we walk humbly with our God. 
(1989) 
 
-- Forrest D. Moyer, 1989  ~ 

by Allan Turner 
 
The concept of 
covenant is signifi-
cant in business, 
social, political, and 
religious relations. 
According to Web-
ster's New Collegiate 
D i c t i o n a r y , 
"covenant" is "1: a 
formal, solemn, and 
binding agreement: 
Compact 2a: a writ-
ten agreement or 
promise usually un-
der seal between 
two or more parties 
especially for the 
performance of some action." A 
covenant then is a binding 
agreement between individuals 
or groups of individuals. This is 
the meaning of the word as it 
was used in the case of Isaac and 
Abimelech (Genesis 26:28ff.), 
and Laben and Jacob (Genesis 
31:44). The main object of such 
early agreements was the pro-
motion of peace. In fact, the 
Scriptures refer to just such 
cases as "covenant[s] of 
peace" (Numbers 25:12; Isaiah 

54:10). The word "covenant," as 
it developed, actually became 
equivalent to peace. Conversely, 
a "broken covenant" symbolized 
war (I Kings 15: 19).  
 
Although covenants were made 
for mutual support and protec-
tion (II Samuel 3:12, 13), the 
fulfillment of common obliga-
tions to third parties (II Kings 
11:17), and even in submission 
to a superior enemy, which obli-
gated both parties (I Samuel 

11:1; I Kings 20:34), 
it is the covenant 
between kings and 
their subjects that 
we wish to give 
special attention in 
this study. Duties, 
obligations, or ser-
vices required of 
subjects by a sover-
eign were the spe-
cial concern of a 
covenant called "a 
suzerainty." Under-
standing this is the 
key to understand-
ing the use of the 
word covenant in 
the Bible. The suze-

rainty addresses the relationship 
between God and His people.  
 
Religion And Covenant  
 
"Religion" literally means the 
bond that unites man to God. 
This is exactly the biblical con-
cept. Religion is constantly rep-
resented as the observance of a 
c o v e n a n t  w i t h  G o d 
(Deuteronomy 29:12; Jeremiah 
31:1,31,33). Those in a covenant 
relationship with God are de-
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scribed as being at peace with 
Him. Those who are not in a 
covenant relationship with God 
are portrayed as being at war 
with Him. As long as the Jews 
practiced true religion under the 
covenant made at Sinai, they 
were to receive the blessings of 
God, but if they broke it they 
were to be cursed (Deuteronomy 
11:28-32; 30:10,15,19).  
 
Breaking Covenant  
 
Although the covenant Jehovah 
made with Israel was described 
as "perpetual" and "everlasting," 
we understand these adjectives 
to be representative of what 
could have been. As long as the 
conditions of the covenant were 
met, the covenant would be in 
force. The covenant's perpetual-
ness or everlastingness could 
only be destroyed by a breach of 
the covenant. Historically, the 
everlasting covenant Jehovah 
made with Israel was broken. 
Because we already know the 
integrity of God would not allow 
Him to violate His part of the 
covenant, we realize it must 
have been broken by Israel 
(Deuteronomy 31:16,17,20; 
Isaiah 24:5,6). In Hebrews 8:7 & 
8, the Hebrew writer wrote: "For 
if that first covenant had been 
faultless, then no place would 
have been sought for a second. 
Because finding fault with them 
[God said he would make a new 
covenant]." By breaking the ev-
erlasting covenant, Israel de-
clared itself to be at war with 
God. The fact that He continued 
to honor His end of the cove-
nant, as much as He could under 
the hostile conditions that ex-
isted under the violated cove-
nant, is only indicative of His 
integrity. Israel rejected the 

sovereignty of God and had to 
pay the penalty for being at war 
with Him. The destruction of the 
Jewish nation was not a pretty 
sight, but it was a fate that na-
tion had brought upon itself by 
breaking the covenant and de-
claring war on God.  
 
A New Covenant  
 
In the midst of the hostilities 
between Israel and God, the 
Lord announced His plans for a 
"new covenant" (Jeremiah 31:31-
34). As a manifestation of His 
great love, this new covenant 
was to be an even better cove-
nant" with "better prom-
ises" (Hebrews 8:6). To insure its 
success, the mediator of this 
covenant would be none other 
than the Son of God Himself. In 
the end, no mediator ever gave 
more to insure any treaty 
(Romans 5:6-10). It was through 
this new covenant that those of 
us who where alienated and 
enemies could be reconciled to 
God (Colossians 1:21-23). But 
notice that even under this new 
covenant there were conditions 
that had to be met. We can con-
tinue to be reconciled by this 
new covenant so long as we 
"continue in the faith grounded 
and settled, and be not moved 
away from the hope of the gos-
pel" (verse 23). Under this new 
covenant, we can never fall 
from grace or the promised 
blessings of God if we add to our 
faith certain prescribed things (II 
Peter 1:10). Under this new 
covenant, we will continue to be 
cleansed by the blood of Christ 
if we continue walking in the 
light (I John 1:7). This walking in 
the light is conditioned upon our 
confessing our sins (I John 1:9). 
We must never forget the condi-

tions of this "peace" that now 
exists between God and His peo-
ple through the New Testament 
or Covenant.  
 
A Sealed Covenant  
 
It was, and still is, the practice 
of sovereigns to place their seal 
upon a written covenant or 
treaty. In addition, parties of a 
covenant were often required to 
provide something of value to 
prove their sincerity. This 
"proof" was called the "earnest." 
As we are the "epistle[s] of 
Christ" (II Corinthians 3:3), it 
should not surprise us that the 
Holy Spirit is given to each 
Christian (cf. Acts 5:32; Gala-
tians 4:6) as a seal or earnest of 
God's willingness to carry out His 
part of the covenant (Ephesians 
1:13; 4:30). Some have errone-
ously thought that because we 
are sealed it is impossible for us 
to be eternally lost. This is the 
same idea Israel had under the 
Old Covenant (Isaiah 59:1-2). 
They had fallen from God's grace 
and instead of blaming them-
selves, they wanted to blame 
God. This is exactly analogous to 
those who preach "once saved, 
always saved" today. Instead of 
placing the blame for "falling 
from grace" on themselves, they 
want to blame it on God. These 
people need to understand that 
although God gave His Spirit to 
Saul (I Samuel 10:10), when Saul 
disobeyed Him, God took His 
Spirit back (I Samuel 28:15,16).  
 
As we walk circumspectly in this 
New Covenant today, let us not 
forget that if we are to continue 
to be at peace with God, then 
there are conditions to be met.  
 

~ 
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It seems to me that so many 
members of Christ’s body 
have a grave misconception 
of the role of grace in our 
right-standing with God. 
Because of this many feel 
insecure in their relationship 
with God. They tend to rely 
on their own righteousness, 
and, realizing their frailties, 
imperfections, and short-
comings, lose heart or be-
come fearful that they might 
miss Heaven. The fact of our 
imperfection is precisely why 
God’s grace is provided and 
why it is so valuable in our 
lives.  
 
Why Law Cannot Produce 
Righteousness 
 
In a law system such as we 
see in the Mosaical age, ab-
solute obedience is required 
in order to produce right-
eousness. “For as many as are 
of the works of the Law are 
under a curse; for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who does 
not abide by all things written 
in the book of the law, to per-
form them.’ Now that no one is 
justified by the Law before God 
is evident; for ‘The righteous 
man shall live by faith.’ How-
ever, the Law is not of faith; on 
the contrary, ‘He who practices 
them shall live by them’” (Gal. 
3:10-12). Those who feel that 
right-standing comes only by 
law-keeping (any law) must 

face up to the consequences of 
their choice. That choice de-
mands total and perfect law-
keeping. “So you shall keep My 
statutes and My judgments, by 
which a man may live if he does 
them” (Lev. 18:8). If you miss 
one little point, you are a law-
breaker (See James 2:10). Now, 
if you are a law-breaker, you 
are a sinner and are not 
“righteous” and cannot stand 
before God, but are under a 
curse (v. 10 above). “Cursed is 
he who does not confirm the 
words of this law by doing 

them” (Deut. 27:26).  
 
What Can Forgive Sin?  
 
Law cannot forgive sin. You 
will have to rely on some-
thing other than law to 
have right-standing. The 
fact is that no one per-
fectly keeps the law 
(except Jesus). For that 
reason, “no one is justified 
by the law before God.” It 
is this realization of our 
falling short that often 
makes us miserable in our 
religion because we feel 
that we must render per-
fect obedience to be right, 
but we don’t!  
 
If we cannot obtain right-
standing by law-keeping, 
then by what means does it 
come? Enter the grace of 
God. You see, God loved us 

even when we were sinners 
(Rom. 5:6-9). That love pro-
vided a way through Jesus 
Christ who came and who died 
in our place and for our sins. 
“Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the Law, having be-
come a curse for us” (Gal. 
3:13). But how do we gain ac-
cess into this grace and thus 
obtain righteousness? The an-
swer is plain. It is by faith. Our 
text above says, “The righteous 
will live by faith.” Or to put it 
another way, “The man who is 
right with God by faith will 

Grace and Righteousness 


