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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to the 
public library in Navarre. 

Call for directions and more information 
(850) 939-8109 

This entire publication and previous issues 
are available online at 

navarrechurchofchrist.net 
along with some more useful information 

 
 For a free Bible correspondence course by 

mail, call us. 

Navarre church of Christ 
8490 James M Harvell Rd 
Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Assembly Schedule 
Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 
    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 
    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE  
WELCOME! 

 

Archeology has been a great 
friend of the Bible, whether it was 
intended to be or not.  Here is an 
excerpt concerning archeological 
evidence of the truth of the Bible 
when it states that Cyrus would 
come and allow the people of Is-
rael to return to their homeland 
(536 BC; Isaiah 44.28-45.13; 2 
Chron. 36.22-23; Ezra 1.1-5): 
 

The Cyrus cylinder, also known 
as the Cyrus the Great cylinder, is 
a document issued by the Persian 
ruler Cyrus the Great in the form of 
a clay cylinder inscribed in Ak-
kadian cuneiform script. The cylin-
der was created following the Per-
sian conquest of Babylon in 539 
BC, when Cyrus overthrew the 
Babylonian king Nabonidus and 
replaced him as ruler, ending the 

Neo-Babylonian Empire. The text 
of the cylinder denounces Nab-
onidus as impious and portrays the 
victorious Cyrus as pleasing to the 
chief Babylonian god Marduk. It 
goes on to describe how Cyrus 
had improved the lives of the citi-
zens of Babylonia, repatriated dis-
placed peoples and restored tem-
ples and cult sanctuaries.  ~ 
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By Wayne Jackson 
 
In the book of James, the inspired 
writer exhorts: “Is any among you 
sick? Let him call for the elders of 
the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord; and the prayer 
of faith shall save him that is sick,  
and the Lord shall raise him 
up”  (James 5:14-15). 
 

The sick are still among us. And 
virtually no one questions the fact 
that the church should have eld-
ers today, where qualified men 
can be found. Should elders, 
then, in connection with their 
prayers, be anointing the sick with 
oil? 
 
Though this procedure has not 

been practiced by churches of 
Christ in modern times (as a gen-
eral rule), some are suggesting 
that it ought to be a part of our 
ritual. How should this matter be 
viewed? 
 
First, it ought to be noted that this 
reference to “anointing with 
oil” (James 5:14) is extremely 
abbreviated. Nothing is specifi-
cally stated in the context as to 
the design of the practice. 
 
Second, there are no contextual 
indications that this anointing with 
oil had any sort of spiritual basis 
that would make it universally 
applicable or perpetually obliga-
tory. If this was to be a require-
ment for the universal church for 
all time, it would seem to be a 
reasonable expectation that some 
foundation for the practice might 
have been supplied. 
 
Commentators are sharply di-

Anointing With Oil: James 5.14 
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vided as to the meaning of the 
passage. Certainly any view of 
this text which comes into conflict 
with other clear biblical informa-
tion must be rejected. 
 
Several of the ideas that attempt 
to explain this ambiguous text are 
as follows: 
 
(1) Some suggest that oil was 
employed as a daily item of toi-
letry in ancient times (much like 
cosmetics are used today). In 
periods of sickness, or fasting, 
this casual use of oil was sus-
pended (cf. Ruth 3:3; 2 Samuel 
12:20; 14:2; Daniel 10:2, 3; Micah 
6:15; Matthew 6:16, 17). It is ar-
gued, therefore, that James may 
have been exhorting the brethren 
to accompany their prayers with 
the “anointing of oil,” i.e., the re-
sumption of their normal activi-
ties. The oil would serve as a 
token of confidence in the power 
of their petition. 
 
While this concept may be possi-
ble, it does not readily commend 
itself to the ordinary expositor. 
Too, it would not explain why 
elders would be called to admin-
ister the oil. 
 
(2) A number of writers contend 
that the oil of James 5:14 was 
merely a medicinal item which, 
together with the prayer, would 
be providentially efficacious in the 
healing process. 
 
It is true that oil has a medical 
value for some ailments, and that 
it was employed to this end in 
ancient times (cf. Isaiah 1:6; Luke 
10:34). However, oil, as a physi-
cal remedy, would be useless in 
many sicknesses. Moreover, it 
would appear rather unusual that 
“elders” would be sought for the 
administration of physical healing 

techniques, when there were 
good doctors available for that 
purpose (see Colossians 4:14). 
One would hardly be inclined to 
call for elders today for the diag-
nosis and treatment of physical 
difficulties. 
 
(3) Some scholars think that the 
“anointing” referred to by James 
was simply a refreshing, encour-
aging act of friendship, much like 
when Mary anointed Jesus’ feet 
(John 12:3; cf. Luke 7:46). It is 
argued that the Greek word 
aleipho (“anoint”) has to do with 
mundane rituals rather than a 
religious ceremony (yet see Mark 
6:13). In this sense James’ ad-
monition would be a call for the 
elders’ prayers, accompanied by 
the cultural amenity of that day 
which reflected love and friend-
ship. 
 
If such is the case, that primitive 
culturalism would have no rele-
vance today; certainly it would 
not be a practice bound in the 
modern world. 
 
(4) Most likely the use of oil, as 
reflected in this passage, was a 
symbolic act. In Bible times the 
practice of anointing with oil was 
frequently representative of 
God’s approval (see 1 Samuel 
10:1; Psalm 89:20). Many biblical 
scholars are fairly confident, 
therefore, that the application of 
oil in James 5:14 was a symbolic 
act invoked in conjunction with 
supernatural healing. There are a 
couple of factors that lend them-
selves to this view: 
 
(a) There is contextual informa-
tion elsewhere in the New Testa-
ment that associates miraculous 
healing with the anointing of oil. 
In Mark 6:13 the record states: 
“And they [the Lord’s supernatu-

rally endowed disciples] cast out 
many demons, and anointed with 
oil many that were sick, and 
healed them.” This may be the 
key verse that sheds light on 
James 5:14. 
 
(b) Not all Christians in the first 
century possessed the gift of 
healing (cf. 1 Corinthians 12:28-
30). It would be most natural, 
though, that the elders of local 
churches would be those who 
were granted the gift in their re-
spective congregations. Ephe-
sians 4:8-11 clearly indicates that 
some “pastors” (i.e., elders) were 
given spiritual gifts. If this view is 
correct, and in this writer’s judg-
ment it is the most feasible, then 
the act of anointing with oil would 
not be appropriate today for the 
simple reason that miraculous 
gifts are not available to the 
church in this age (1 Corinthians 
13:8ff). 
 
Why, then, are a few today anx-
ious to implement the anointing of 
oil into modern church practice? 
It could be that some are very 
sincere, wanting to do the Lord’s 
will, yet misunderstanding the 
nature of this passage. On the 
other hand, it may be the case 
that a few folks in the church to-
day are simply looking for a new 
experience of some sort. Having 
grown tired of what they perceive 
as “traditional” service to God, 
they seek the novel. May we 
strive to approach the Scriptures 
in a respectful yet sensible man-
ner.  ~ 
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Paul said, "I know WHOM I have 
believed, and am persuaded that 
HE is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto HIM against 
that day." 2 Tim. 1:12 (Caps 
mine, rft) 
 
Paul's faith was not in a system, 
but in the author of that system. 
The system was right, and obedi-
ence to the laws and commands 
of that system right, because it 
was God-given through Christ. 
This is not said to suggest that 
the system is unimportant, but to 
distinguish between the author 
and the product. Further, no "man 
or plan" choice is under consid-
eration here. One can not truly 
accept Christ without accepting 
His teachings, nor can one con-
sistently accept the teachings of 
Christ without accepting His divin-

ity. 
 
Philosophic Faith 
 
Modernism is proud of its current 
"Christian Philosophy." Preachers 
and teachers "compare" the vari-
ous systems of rel igion, 
(Buddhism, Taoism, and the like) 
and then urge the acceptance of 
"Christianity" because of its 
"superiority." (Naturally, this in-
cludes only that part of Christian-
ity approved by the superior intel-
lect of the teacher.) Intentionally, 
or otherwise, God is made sub-
ject to man, and in the final analy-
sis such faith is in one's self, 
rather than in Him. 
 
Accepted on such a basis as this, 
"Christianity" becomes a human 
system with human limitations. 
Having been judged by man, its 
authority and power is limited to 
man's level--and can lift man no 
higher than this.  
 
Sectarian Faith 
 
But what of those who equate 
their own brand of orthodoxy with 
"Christ ianity"? "My church 
teaches this, so I'll hold to "this" 
to my dying day." Is such creedal-
ism any better than the philoso-
phy of the modernist? One puts 
his faith in current theology, an-
other in the earlier creed makers, 
but neither really trust in Christ. 
 
Names and Claims 

 
And what of those who claim faith 
in Christ, but refuse to conform to 
the teachings of Christ? Calling 
one a Christian does not make a 
Christian and calling one's church 
"of Christ" does not make the 
church of Christ. Jesus said, "If a 
man love me, he will keep my 
words." (Jn. 14:23) Note, 
"Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God." (2 Jn. 9) 
 
Faith and Relationship 
 
True obedient faith establishes 
fellowship between God and 
man, thru Jesus Christ. This rela-
tionship can exist as long, but 
only as long, as we walk in His 
truth. (1 Jn. 1:3-10) As servants 
of God, our allegiance is to God; 
not to church, not to creed, not to 
elders, not to preacher, not to 
f r i en ds ,  B U T  TO  G O D 
THROUGH CHRIST. 
 
This is the true saving faith, and 
without it there is no salvation. 
With such faith, the Lord's teach-
ings are not "a" way, but "the 
way." The consequences, I fully 
believe, are what He would have 
them be, and of them I can not be 
ashamed.  ~ 
 
Robert F. Turner—From Plain 
Talk, Vol. 1, Number 1, January, 
1964 

The Object of Saving Faith 


