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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to the 
public library in Navarre. 
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(850) 939-8109 

This entire publication and previous issues 
are available online at 
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 For a free Bible correspondence course by 
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Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 
    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 
    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE  
WELCOME! 

 

vert the gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1:6-
7). This is the very thing that de-
nominational preachers do. They 
pervert the gospel of Christ; they 
twist it into meaning what it does 
not mean. But what about men who 
pervert the gospel of Christ? Paul 
answers, "But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed. As we said 
before, so say I now again, If any 
man preach any other gospel unto 
you than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8-9). In 
the strongest language possible 
this shows God's displeasure to-
ward denominationalism. All the 
conflicting things proclaimed by 
denominational preachers cannot 
belong to the gospel of Christ. 
They preach perverted gospels, 
other gospels than that proclaimed 

by the apostles. Hence, the curse 
of heaven rests upon them. 
 
It Would Make Christ a Polyga-
mist. Christ and the church sustain 
the relationship of husband and 
wife. We read from the pen of Paul, 
"For the husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church: and he is the savior of 
the body" (Eph. 5:23). We have 
many statements showing there is 
only one body, or church (Eph. 4:4; 
1 Cor. 12:20). Hence, Christ is the 
husband of one wife. But if all de-
nominations are bodies of Christ, 
he is the husband of hundreds of 
wives. This would make him a po-
lygamist. And that is exactly what 
the result will be if denominational-
ism is divinely authorized.  
 
A system that is guilty of sin at so 
many points should be thrown 

aside. Let men come back to the 
Bible, to the Bible alone, and de-
nominationalism will disappear 
from the earth, and the world will 
profit by the loss.  ~ 
 
 

"I do not pray for these 

alone, but also for those 

who will believe in Me 

through their word; that 

they all may be one, as 

You, Father, are in Me, 

and I in You; that they also 

may be one in Us, that the 

world may believe that You 

sent Me.” 

 

John 17.20-21 
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T 
he punishment for sin is 
sin." My mind bridled a 
bit upon first seeing 
Augustine's words in 

print. They seemed to be suggest-
ing that all of sin's consequences 
were limited to this - worldly in-
conveniences. What about judg-
ment? What about hell? I remon-
strated. But second thoughts on 
the matter have left me feeling 
that the words are more true than 
false. The punishment for sin is 
built-in. No arbitrary add-on penal-
ties are needed to enhance the 
total disaster that sin by its very 
nature produces. 
 
There is a fundamental reality 
which most human beings have 
never faced - the universe we 
inhabit is spiritual. It is the hand-

work of the spiritual God (Jno. 
4:24) and is governed in such a 
way as to always be in harmony 
with the great spiritual principles 
that emanate from the very nature 
of God Himself. The "world" that 
is at war with the Almighty (1 Jno. 
2:15-17) is not the one which He 
created but a pseudo-world of 
dark values which has been im-
posed by Satan on the face of 
truly spiritual cosmos. The real 
world is wholly resistant to evil 
because the universe that God 
made is in league with Him. As 
Deborah and Barak sang of the 
defeat of the Canaanite hosts led 
by Sisera: "From heaven fought 
the stars. From their courses they 
fought against Sisera" (Jdgs. 
5:20). As for the righteous, they 
shall be "in league with the stones 

of the field; and the beast of the 
field shall be at peace with 
thee" (Job 5:23). To live as a car-
nally minded man in a spiritual 
world is a swim upstream, an end-
less and hopeless struggle 
against the grain of reality. 
 
The sinner is a one-dimensional 
man in a three-dimensional uni-
verse. He will never fit in. C.S. 
Lewis once observed that trying to 
make a man run on sin was like 
trying to make a gasoline engine 
run on water. First of all, by its 
very nature it will not run on wa-
ter; and secondly, if the effort to 
make it do so is continued long 
enough, it won't run on gasoline 
either. 
 
I have said all this to make the 

Sin Doesn’t Work 
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point that the punishment for sin 
is not arbitrary, but is intrinsic to 
the nature of sin, the nature of 
God and the nature of the world. 
The punishment for jumping off a 
ten storey building or eating a pint 
of arsenic is not arbitrary either. 
The consequences are built into 
the nature of the act when at-
tempted in the kind of world we 
live in. The law of gravity and the 
nature of the human digestive 
system will exact their own pen-
alty. The same is true for sin. Sin 
doesn't work. Not in this world. 
Not with this God. 
 
Sin and wickedness will not work 
with Jehovah because He is "of 
purer eyes than to behold 
evil" (Hab. 1:13) and cannot by 
His very nature have fellowship 
with sin (1 Jno. 1:5,6). The fact 
that a man's sins separate him 
from God (Isa. 59:1,2) rests not 
on divine whim but upon divine 
nature and the moral rule of the 
universe demand this alienation. 
The "law of sin and death" (Gen. 
2:17; Rom. 6:23) functions out of 
this reality. The separation from 
God that sin brings results in spiri-
tual death. No man can live apart 
from the source of life. Adam and 
Eve learned this to their dismay. 
 
Sin will not work with man. The 

spiritual rebel is at war with his 
own nature. As Augustine noted 
in his well known address to God: 
"Thou has made us for Thyself 
and we are restless until we rest 
in Thee." There is in every man 
created in the image of God a 
deep affinity for goodness and 
love. That should be no surprise 
to us. Like Paul, we "delight in the 
law of God after the inward 
man" (Rom. 7:22) but sin sets us 
to fighting against ourselves until 
we are left in wretchedness (Rom. 
7:23,24). The transgression of 
Adam and Eve caused them to 
cower in fear before God had ever 
accused them (Gen. 3:8). Their 
flight was from an accusing voice 
within (Prov. 28:1) We all learn 
soon enough that our headlong 
retreat from God is also a futile 
effort to escape ourselves. If we 
continue on this escape routine it 
will eventuate in a kind of intellec-
tual and moral suicide (Rom. 
1:21; 1 Tim. 4:2). 
 
Sin will not work with others. A 
man at war with God and with 
himself cannot be at peace with 
his fellows. The delight that Adam 
felt when first he saw his mate 
(Gen. 2;23) was turned to accusa-
tion and recrimination when sin 
entered the picture (3:12). Man's 
refusal to reverence God always 

leads to strife and injustice in his 
treatment of others (Rom. 1:28-
31). The problems that plague all 
human relationships from families 
to international relations find their 
genesis not in poor technique but 
in sin. From the day that man 
declared his independence from 
God he has followed a crimson 
path of violence and inhumanity 
(Gen. 4:8; 6:5,10). 
 
In his letter to Titus Paul looks 
back briefly at how things were 
before the kindness and love of 
God had intervened: "For we also 
once were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and 
envy, hateful, hating one an-
other" (3:3). That is the kind of 
"success" we can expect our re-
bellion against God to bring us. It 
is remarkable that we ever 
thought we could win in a war 
against God, against our very own 
nature, and against the nature of 
the universe. It should have been 
seen as a hopeless venture on 
the face of it, with all the marks of 
inevitable disaster. Sin just does-
n't work. And it never will.  ~ 
 
-- Paul Earnhart via Christianity 
Magazine, V3, N6, June 1986 

The Sin of Denominationalism 

by W. Curtis Porter 
 
The results of denominationalism 
show it to be displeasing to God. 
Here are a few reasons: 
 
It Makes Infidels. Unity and divi-
sion have opposite effects. What 
one builds the other destroys. 

What one makes the other un-
makes. They lead in different di-
rections. Unity among people who 
believe the Bible to be the Word 
of God will do much to lead men 
to God. Jesus prayed: "That they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the 

world may believe that thou hast 
sent me" (John 17:21). The pur-
pose of unity is here made plain - 
"that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me." Unity makes 
believers. 
 
If it is necessary for believers in 
Christ to be one that the world 

             PAGE 3 THE NAVARRE MESSENGER VOLUME 5  ISSUE 38  

may believe on him then division 
is certain to have the opposite 
effect. Denominationalism is a 
prolific source of infidelity today.  
When you think of hundreds of 
conflicting religions being claimed 
as authorized by the same book, 
the Bible, what could one expect 
but infidelity? Men who reason 
would not be willing to accept a 
book that is filled with conflicting 
ideas. But the Bible must be re-
garded as such a book if denomi-
nationalism is to be accepted. 
 
One church teaches that man is 
saved by faith alone; another 
teaches that faith alone is not 
sufficient. One church claims 
salvation may be had without any 
conditions; another teaches that 
salvation is conditional. Some 
declare that a child of God can 
never so act as to be lost at last, 
while others say he may fall away 
and be lost. By some it is taught 
that immersion is the only scrip-
tural form of baptism, but others 
insist that it may be by sprinkling, 
pouring, or immersion.  And yet 
all claim to get their teaching from 
the Bible. To endorse denomina-
tionalism is to say that all these 
conflicting theories are true and 
to regard the Bible as a book of 
inconsistencies and contradic-
tions, and it results in infidels. But 
the Bible does not teach all these 
conflicting doctrines; nor does it 
endorse the existence of denomi-
nations. Unity must be based on 
Bible teaching (1 John 1:7). 
 
It Makes God Contradict Him-
self. This is closely allied to the 
point already discussed. Denomi-
national preachers of all types 
claim a divine call to their minis-
try. They claim to be preaching 
because God in a direct way has 
called them to preach. But how 
inconsistent that would make 

God! According to the claims of 
denominationalism God calls one 
man to preach Methodist doctrine 
and to build up the Methodist 
Church. He calls another man to 
preach Baptist doctrine and to 
build up the Baptist Church. An-
other is called to advance the 
cause of Presbyterianism. And 
yet another to preach the Pente-
costal doctrine. And on and on it 
goes, with men called to preach 
the conflicting doctrines of all 
religious bodies in Christendom. 
And the whole thing is charged 
up to God. He has called one 
man to deny what he has called 
another man to preach. Can you 
believe a thing like that? If you 
believe that denominationalism is 
of God, that is what you must 
believe. I am frank to say that I do 
not believe it. God does not con-
tradict himself. Anything that 
makes God contradict himself is 
sinful. 
 
It Declares God's Way Is Not 
Sufficient. Paul said to Timothy: 
"All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteous-
ness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). This shows the all-sufficiency 
of God's way. The Word of God is 
a perfect rule of faith and prac-
tice. Nothing in addition to it is 
needed. It will furnish the man of 
God to all good works, and what 
more could we want than that? 
Yet denominationalism is not 
satisfied with the way of God. 
They have formulated their disci-
plines, manuals, articles of relig-
ions, confessions of faith, and 
creeds to supplement the Word of 
God. Such action declares God 
did not give to the world a perfect 
system, and that man had to 

come to his rescue and help him 
out of a difficulty. Denomination-
alism turns men away from the 
unadulterated Word of God to an 
acceptance of the doctrines and 
commandments of men. And that 
is the very thing that Jesus con-
demned. He said, "But in vain 
they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of 
men" (Matt. 15:9). Jesus admon-
ishes men to refrain from follow-
ing such teachers.  “Every plant, 
which my heavenly Father hath 
not planted, shall be rooted up. 
Let them alone: they be blind 
leaders of the blind. And if the 
blind lead the blind, both shall fall 
into the ditch" (Matt. 15:13-14). 
Denominationalism is not a divine 
planting. God did not plant it. Its 
leaders are blind guides. Jesus 
said: "Let them alone." The state-
ment simply means that we 
should not follow them, for if we 
do, we shall fall into the ditch with 
them. Whenever a man is satis-
fied with God's revealed way, 
willing to take just the things 
found in the gospel of Christ, he 
will not build up denominational-
ism. And if he labors to build up 
denominationalism he announces 
his belief that God's way is not 
sufficient. 
 
It Demands Acceptance of 
Other Gospels. From what has 
already been said it is evident 
that denominationalism is not 
found in the gospel of Christ. 
Nothing can be called the gospel 
of Christ that is not authorized in 
the New Testament. But denomi-
nationalism is a perverted gospel. 
In Paul's letter to the churches of 
Galatia he said, "I marvel that ye 
are so soon removed from him 
that called you into the grace of 
Christ unto another gospel: which 
is not another; but there be some 
that trouble you, and would per-


