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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next 
to the public library in Navarre. 
Call us for directions and more 

information (850) 939-8109 

If you know of someone who 
would like to receive this pub-

lication, please let us know.  
 

 For a free Bible correspon-
dence course by mail, call us. 

Navarre church of Christ 
8490 James M Harvell Rd 
Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

      SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Sunday 

Bible Class for all ages��...�.9:00 AM 
Morning Worship Service��10:00 AM 
Evening Worship Service ���  6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
Bible Class for all ages����7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE  
WELCOME! 

NAVARRE NEWS AND NOTES:  Please remember in your prayers: Jim Wetzstein, Debbie King-
smill, Carrie Hare, Sister Gerry in Asbury Place, Gulf Breeze, Kenny Cauley will be having back 
surgery.  Cindy Perry�s sister and Felis Larson�s daughter - Mary Garrett  
Continue to remember Houston Perry as he serves in military duty in Iraq. 

�There is also an antitype which now saves 
us�baptism (not the removal of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God), through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.� (I Peter 3:21) 

Then Peter said unto them, �Repent, and let 
everyone of you be baptized for the remis-
sion of sins; and you shall receive the gif of 
the Holy Spirit.� (Acts 2:38) 

�And now why are you waiting? Arise and 
be baptized, and wash away your sins call-
ing on the name of the Lord.� (Acts 22:16) 

HAVE YOU WASHED 
AWAY YOUR SINS? 

Inside This 
Issue:  
Pages 2 and 3 - 
�Unwashed Hands, 
The Trial of 
Pontius Pilate� 

Page 4  - �Wash 
away your sins� 
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Jim Bell 
Evangelist & Editor 

Thought To Ponder 

The cross is a 
picture of vio-

lence, yet the key 
to peace, a pic-

ture of suffering, 
yet the key to 

healing, a picture 
of death, yet the 

key to life. 

�Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.� Matthew 11:1 

Check us out on the internet:  www.navarrechurchofchrist.net 

�One Little Word�.� 

There is one little word in our Eng-
lish language that has the power to 
disannul every acknowledgement of 
truth and seemingly noble intention � 
that word is �but.� When someone 
says, �I know I ought to, but�� Im-
mediately you know that what fol-
lows the �but� becomes a process of 
explaining why a particular truth 
does not apply to them � by the �but� 
they deny their responsibility. 
 
�I know I ought to obey the gospel, 
but�� The truth is that God has pro-
vided a means of salvation through 
Jesus Christ and there are conditions 
in the simple gospel of Christ 
(Romans 1:16-17; Mark 16:15-16). 
Salvation from sins is dependent 
upon man�s acceptance of Jesus as 
his savior and obeying what the gos-
pel requires. �Seeing ye have puri-
fied your souls in your obedience to 
the truth�� (1 Peter 1:22). The He-
brew writer said of Jesus, �Though 
he were a son, yet learned he obedi-
ence by the things which he suffered, 
being then made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation to all 
those who obey him,� (5:8-9). If you 
do these things, then God washes 
away your sins through the blood of 
Christ (Acts 22:16). 

�I know I ought to, but��, so the 
disciple says. The excuses flow as 
rushing waters down the mountain-
side. That which follows �but� runs 
the gambit from, �I�ve got a hang-
nail on my pinky� (a very serious 
illness) to once-in-a-lifetime special 
events. �It�s ok to miss worshipping 
God for special events, as long as I 
don�t do it all the time� (?) 
 
James says that man is inconsistent 
and acts contrary to what is natural 
when he, from the same source, 
speaks evil and good � �Doth the 
fountain send forth from the same 
opening sweet water and bit-
ter?� (3:11). It is just as inconsistent 
to acknowledge what is truth, then 
deny its applicability to self. 
 
Why is it that people who know less 
than I do, are sicker than I am, and 
have more to do than I do, can serve 
the Lord, but I cannot? I should not 
say, �I know I ought to, but�� 
Rather, I should say, �I know I 
ought to and I will be lost, if I do 
not.� Now what are you going to do 
about it?............................................ 
 
                               � Jim R. Everett 
                                     (Plain Talk) 
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Unwashed Hands - The Trial of Pontius Pilate 
by Larry Rouse 

We all understand the concept of a trial. 
There is a prosecutor, a defendant, a judge 
and often times there are witnesses. All have 
at times understood the need to be heard by 
a fair judge about a grievance with another. 
While true justice is a precious commodity in 
the eyes of the victim, it is not uncommon to 
see powerful men use their strength to cast 
away justice in order to please themselves or 
other selfish and self-serving  men. 
 
�You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor 
shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn 
aside after many to pervert justice. (Exodus 
23:2 NKJV) You shall not pervert justice; you 
shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for 
a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twists 
t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e  r i g h t e o u s .  
(Deuteronomy 16:19 NKJV)������.. 
 
One of the great truths about our God is that 
He will always be a righteous judge. No man 
will ever be ashamed because they have 
trusted in such a God. On the other hand 
there will be no acquittal for the man who lies 
to himself and refuses to turn from wicked-
ness. �For the LORD loves justice, And does 
not forsake His saints; They are preserved 
forever, But the descendants of the wicked 
shall be cut off.� (Psalms 37:28 NKJV)  
 
One day in history an amazing thing oc-
curred. The God who made the entire uni-
verse stood in the courtroom of a man to be 
tried before a blood thirsty mob who hurled 
numerous false accusations. That judge was 
a man called Pontius Pilate. Most people 
have described this as a trial of Jesus Christ 
and in a sense that is true. But in a greater 
way it was the judge himself who was on trial 
before God to see if he had the character to  

stand for what is right. Did he receive the ver-
dict in the courtroom of God as a righteous 
judge? 
 
God abundantly supplied evidence to Pilate to 
let him properly reason and see the truth.   

1. Pilate saw the hypocrisy of the Jewish 
leaders. (Mk 14:61-63) 
2. Pilate saw Jesus under severe pressure. 
(1 Pt 2:20-23) 
3. Pilate was warned by his wife. (Mt 27:19) 
4. Pilate heard a remarkable confession. (1 
Tim 6:13) 
5. Jesus confronted Pilate with his own hope 
of rescue�the truth! (Jn 18:36-38) 

Pilate responded to these things according to 
the character he had built within himself. Just 
like the society of both our day and his, he re-
jected any absolute moral standard. The Ro-
man society that lived without any rules had 
rejected any such thing as �truth.� (Rom 1:28-
31) Hear the pathetic, sad answer of Pilate to 
Jesus: �What is truth?� (Jn 18:38) 
 
Just like the lying Jewish leaders that brought 
Jesus to this trail, Pilate lacked the moral cour-
age to stand but instead relied on �passing the 
buck� to others. Consider the ways he sought 
to flee from �truth.� 

1. Pilate sent Jesus to Herod. (Lk 23:6-7, 11) 
 
2. Pilate gave the people an offer to choose. 
(Jn 18:38-40) 
 
3. Pilate tried to arouse sympathy in the   
people. (Jn 19:1-5) 
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When Pilate discovered he could not give his 
responsibility to others, he did a remarkable 
thing. He proclaimed Jesus innocent and deliv-
ered him over to the mob to be put to death. 
(Mt 27:24-26) How could that possibly be    
allowed to happen?.......................................... 
 
Pilate proclaimed himself a righteous judge by 
verbally stating what is true and then turned to 
an outward ceremonial washing of hands to 
demonstrate that righteousness. The people 
agreed with him and everyone went their way, 
Pilate to his home and the mob in haste to 
murder Jesus with the assistance of Pilate�s 
soldiers. Everyone except Jesus forgot one 
thing. This took place in a greater courtroom, 
the courtroom of heaven�������. 
 
What did God think of the verbal proclamation 
of both the innocence of Jesus as well as Pi-
late�s own estimate of his washed hands? Hear 
the verdict: Guilty!  �For truly against Your holy 
Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles 
and the people of Israel, were gathered to-
gether.� (Acts 4:27 NKJV) 

In the end God made no distinction be-
tween the lying, murderous Jewish leaders 
and Pilate himself. Both used outward 
ceremony as a salve to their conscience 
and as a cover to their wicked deeds (Jn 
18:28). A �worship experience� or a verbal 
proclamation is no substitute for acknowl-
edging and standing for the truth. 
 
We have many Pilates today in the 
churches of God. 

1. There are men who will sit on their 
hands when another is attacked and slan-
dered. 
 

2. There are elders who will say one thing in 
private but another thing when they are before 
one another (or a crowd) that they fear. 
 
3. There are preachers who are afraid to both 
teach and stand on truth out of fear for their 
�jobs.� 
 
4. There are husbands who will not stand and 
lead their family in the children�s activities and 
in their dress over fear of the reaction of either 
the wife or the children. 

How will you be known in the courtroom of 
God? Will you be a friend to Jesus? Consider 
the lyrics of this old and true hymn by Johnson 
Oatman. 

I�ll Be A Friend 

They tried my Lord and Master 
With no one to defend 

Within the halls of Pilate 
He stood without a friend 

Chorus: 
I'll be a friend to Jesus 

My life for Him I'll spend 
I'll be a friend to Jesus 

Until my years shall end 

To all who need a Savior 
My friend I recommend 

Because He brought salvation 
Is why I am His friend 

 

WHERE DO YOU STAND? 

WILL YOU TAKE A STAND FOR JESUS? 


